 Our need for God’s mercy.
By Jack Heintzel
"His mercy extends to those who fear him…"       Luke 1:50
   Mercy. How often have we asked for mercy when we didn’t deserve it? Too often I find myself asking for mercy when I have committed some sin for the “umpteenth” time, or have been too long between meaningful prayer times. Maybe you have done the same thing. We should also think about whether we extend mercy to others when they ask for it. An article in the Closer Walk devotional gives some valuable insights.
   The author notes that in the first chapter of Luke’s gospel, mercy is mentioned five times;. The One giving it, of course, is God. Those who receive it are his people. And the primary way God has shown mercy is by giving us his Son as savior; Jesus is God’s gift to sinners.

   Consider the words of John Flavel, an English preacher of the seventeenth century. “Jesus Christ is an incomparable and matchless mercy. You will find none in heaven or on earth to equal him. He is more than all externals, as the light of the sun is more than that of a candle. He is more than life, as the cause is more than the effect. More than all peace and all joy, as the tree is more than the fruit.”

   Also consider what Jesus taught about mercy in Luke’s gospel. In Chapter 18:9 we read the parable of the Pharisee and the Publican (tax collector). Here the Pharisee tells the Lord how good he is, but the tax collector can only cast his eyes downward and say, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” And Jesus said that the tax collector was the one who went home justified, approved by God. And in Luke 18:38 the blind beggar cries out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me,” and Jesus healed him of blindness. Both the tax collector and the beggar knew that they needed the mercy of God, and God responded by being merciful.  

   The Closer Walk author writes this: “Justice is receiving what you deserve. Mercy is not receiving what you deserve. Grace is receiving what you do not deserve. All three come true in Jesus Christ (Lk. 1:67-79). His life and death provide redemption (that’s justice ─ the price fully paid), remission (that’s mercy ─ the guilt fully removed), and salvation (that’s grace ─ eternal life freely given).”

   Paul tells us in Titus 3:5 that God’s mercy makes salvation possible when he writes the following: “He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.”

   We have to give mercy to others also. Matthew records the words of Jesus in Our Lord’s sermon on the mount: “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy” (Mt. 5:7). It is only natural to give to others what is coming to them. But treating others with the mercy they don’t deserve ─ that’s supernatural. 

   The author quotes Shakespeare as follows: “Earthly power doth show like God’s when mercy seasons justice.” May that supernatural seasoning flow through us to others.

    ______________________ 
God: Source of help from page 3
understood how blessed and relieved I felt.

   I have learned many things from that memory over the years. I now see the friendly advice in ads and “infomercials” as a form of false prophecy, trying to get me to turn to a product or a friend as my source, instead of to God, in all the problems of life.

   Cleanliness does not appear in the list of fruits of the Spirit given in Galatians 5:22, and “she keeps her house neat and clean’ is not part of the description of a godly wife in Proverbs 31:10-31. In fact, “cleanliness is next to godliness” is not a Biblical idea. The laws about ritual uncleanness were addressed to men, and Jesus associates them with the pride and hypocrisy of the Pharisees. The only thing Jesus said about housework was a rebuke to Martha, when she tried to pull Mary away from Jesus.

   It is a surprising concept to us, that spending time with Jesus is more important than cleaning house or serving food, but it goes further than that. In God’s system of values, housecleaning, and everything else we do, is only worthwhile as long as it serves a godly purpose. Our need to have a relationship with God, and with one another, comes first. Any-thing else is idolatry. The final goal is eternity ─ together.

     _____________________
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