     Billy Graham's prayer for our nation    

       The intrigue of the Nativity
      


     By Agnes Helsley




                   By Talitha   
    The late radio commentator Paul Harvey aired a prayer for our nation on his radio program, "The Rest of the Story." He received a larger response to this program than any other he had ever aired. This prayer was also the subject of an e-mail which made the mailboxes of many a few years ago.
   While cleaning papers from my Bible recently, I found two copies tucked away under the cover. Wow! If ever this prayer was needed in our nation, it is now. I am now praying this daily and urge other concerned Christians to add this to their prayer discipline.
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   "Heavenly Father, we come before you today to ask your forgiveness and to seek your direction and guidance. We know your Word says, 'Woe to those who call evil good,' but that is exactly what we have done. We have lost our spiritual equilibrium and reversed our values. We have exploited the poor and called it the lottery. We have rewarded laziness and called it welfare. We have killed our unborn and called it choice. We have shot abortionists and called it justifiable. We have neglected to discipline our children and called it building self-esteem. We have abused power and called it politics. We have coveted our neighbor's possessions and called it ambition. We have polluted the air with profanity and pornography and called it freedom of expression. We have ridiculed the time-honored values of our forefathers and called it enlightenment. Search us, O God, and know our hearts today; cleanse us from every sin and set us free. Amen."

   As we find ourselves beginning a new year may we resolve to be faithful in prayer for our nation. We are commanded by Saint Paul in his first letter to Timothy to pray for our government. In verse 1 of Chapter 2 of this letter Paul states, "First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, in order that we may lead a tranquil land quiet life in all godliness and dignity. This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all." You will notice that I got carried away and quoted verses 1 through 6. We can never have too much of the good Word!
   Let's be faithful in prayer, Our God is ever faithful in his actions and in his love.
     _________________________

   The Nativity story is an interesting mix of publicity and hush-up. This is especially evident in the visit of the Magi. The birth of Jesus was announced to shepherds in Bethlehem by a choir of angels, and we can be sure the shepherds told anybody who would listen, but shepherds were below the social radar. In spite of Roman officials and soldiers stationed in Bethlehem to take the census and collect tax money, the news didn't spread beyond the town. Soon the shepherds moved their sheep to fresh pastures, and no one later suspected they had a key to the location of the child Herod was trying to kill.

   When Jesus was presented in the temple at the age of one month, Simeon and Anna prophesied over him and enthusiastically spoke about him "to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem" (Luke 2:38). The temple authorities didn't hear, or didn't heed, their rejoicing. Perhaps they saw it as merely the ranting of senile senior citizens.

   Mary and Joseph returned to Bethlehem after visiting the temple. Simeon's prophecy suggests he expected to die soon after seeing Jesus, and Anna was "of a great age." Both probably died between the visit of Jesus and the coming of the wise men. Otherwise they would surely have told the wise men how to find the child.

   The arrival of the Magi, openly announcing their quest, was gossiped about all over Jerusalem, raising secret hopes of the
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