    As the new year approaches, only one word keeps popping into my head: Amen.

   Why would a word come to mind, which means “the end” for January, the beginning of the year? So I looked up amen in several places. Ok, the word does not mean the end. I found the Hebrew meaning, so be it, and then the modern Christian meaning, an affirmation of agreement, which is used at the end of a prayer or service. Then I looked for the Catholic meaning which includes both above meanings and more, and I also found a homily at Catholic.org on this topic by Fr. Tito of St. Mary’s Church in Connecticut. He explains that Calvary was Jesus’ amen. It was the moment of Jesus’ complete surrender to God’s will. He went on to explain that his act is repeated in every Mass. He said we can bring our sinfulness and our sufferings to Mass, and when we receive Jesus in the Eucharist, we can surrender to the Father’s will through Jesus. That is why at the end of the Eucharistic prayers the priest prays the Eucharistic doxology: Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. (The Roman Missal, 2002)  the liturgy 
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then follows with the Lord’s prayer, in which we pray, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” So in this prayer we articulate our surrender to the will of the Father.
   Why does the Lord want me to focus on this now? We are in difficult times. I came across a quote from the late John Paul II, where he explains what the Church would be facing in the latter part of the 20th century.

   From his farewell address in 1976, when as Cardinal Wojtyla of Krakow, he attended the Eucharistic Congress in Philadelphia:  “We are now standing in the face of the greatest historical confrontation humanity has ever experienced. We are now facing the final confrontation between the Church and the antichurch, between the Gospel and the antigospel, between Christ and the antichrist. This confrontation lies within the plans of Divine Providence. It is, therefore, in God’s plan, and it must be a trial which the Church must take up, and face courageously.”

   So, why this word, why now? Here in this country we are not yet being persecuted for our faith, so we actually are lulled into apathy. Our temptation is subtle and much more dangerous, it is materialism. We are fearful and worried about losing our money and our possessions 

instead of worrying about the condition of our souls. We need to be reminded that we are personally being tempted and challenged to ignore who can save us—Jesus on the cross. We must say amen, or so be it, if we lose possessions or wealth.

   We must go to Mass, surrender our sinfulness, our wealth, our possessions and our lives by making our own personal amen to the Father through Jesus. Calvary and the Mass is where the battle was and is won, but we as individuals win only if we surrender, as Jesus did, to the will of the Father.

   So let’s make 2010 the year we all say,  “Amen!”

   ____________________`
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me and even at times admonishing me.

   After silence comes the time for supplication. Again, as we pray our petitions, we need to pray from our hearts if we expect God to answer them. Remember, it is the fervent prayer of a righteous person that is powerful and effective. The motto I received for 2010 is  

     "Encourage all women and men to pray fervently in two thousand ten."

   Therefore, as a reminder I will have a brief article on prayer in Reflections each month.
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