New Age: The beat goes on
By Jack Heintzel
    "…that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ…" Jn. 17:3
   You may remember the song of the late 1960s called "Aquarius." It's a catchy tune, still sung today. Part of the rock musical Hair, it was the Grammy-winning song of 1970. According to the on-line encyclopedia Wikipedia, the play and the song were based on the astrological belief that the world would soon be entering the Age of Aquarius, and age of love and light. It would be the dawning of a new world order of peace and harmony. Many people were drawn to the promised idealistic world. The song talks about mystic crystal revelation, love steering the stars, angelic illumination, and being guided by the cosmic forces. I think most people were oblivious to the non-Christian tone of this song. That is probably still true today. The basic message was that God is a "life force" which brings everything into oneness, and the New Age movement took hold.
   The book Stars, Signs, and Salvation in the Age of Aquarius by Bjornstad and Johnson (1971) states that astrology has taken the Western world by storm. At the publication date an estimated 40 million Americans at least dabbled in astrology. New Agers revel in astrology. Horoscopes can be found in almost all newspapers, even today. Many people can't resist consulting the signs of the zodiac to see what the day will bring. The authors of the book say that the word zodiac is derived from two Greek words: astra, meaning star and logos, meaning word. Thus astrology is the word or science of the stars. But we should not confuse astrology, which is no science at all, with astronomy, which is a legitimate science.
   An article by a Catholic priest in the Lake Shore Visitor (1984) gives the Catholic Church's position: the pursuit of astrology is a sin against the first commandment. God is supreme, and he is to be in charge of our lives. He is our guide, not the stars. The observance of horoscopes, astrological signs, etc. should be abandoned by every Catholic. In another LSC article (1973), Archbishop Leo Bryne from Minnesota warned Christians against any involvement in the occult because it is a manifestation of Satan. He said that Satan's tactics should be well known to Christians, for the father of lies uses deceit with great cunning.

   The New Age movement isn't really new. According to Columbia, the Knights of Colulmbus magazine, New Age is rooted in ancient spiritualities: Buddhism, Hinduism, Taoism, Zen and Gnosticism. But the beat goes on today as unsuspecting Christians and non-Christians alike are fooled as they search for the promised spiritual enlightenment. New Agers assert that all things are divine, including self. Their premise is this: everything is God, and God is everything. There is no personal God. Some critics have said that they believe everything, yet believe in nothing at all.

   We who are rooted in Jesus

Christ know the truth. He created the stars that New Agers use to guide their lives. Let us bring as many people as possible to know Jesus as Lord and Absolute Truth.

     _____________________

Intrigue from page 3
Messiah, and causing Herod to worry about a possible insurrection.  He hadn't heard any reports of singing angels or prophesying senior citizens, but he believed in prophecy. After questioning the Jewish leaders about the messiah, he met with the wise men, very likely after dark for greater secrecy. He carefully found out exactly when his rival's star had appeared before telling the Magi about Bethlehem.

   I think the Magi made the trek to Bethlehem that very night, because Matthew tells us they saw the star again. It is difficult to see or follow a star in the daytime. The probably visited with the Holy Family for an hour or so, and then spent the rest of the night nearby.  God had them come at night so they would not be seen by anyone who might later report to Herod's soldiers. With their warning dream getting them up before dawn, they would not be seen leaving either. They must have said goodbye to Joseph and Mary, though, or we would not know about the warning in the dream. Even the star they followed was apparently not seen by anyone else. Today's scholars are still arguing about what astronomical event it might have been. God is a master of both publicity and secrecy!
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