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“Go into the world and tell the Good News to all creation.”  Mark 16:15

Our resurrection power
    By Jack Heintzel  
"I want to know Christ and the  power of his resurrection . . . "  Phil. 3:10
      There is a quote from St. Augustine that underscores the importance of the Resurrection of Christ. He said, "The faith of Christians is the Resurrection of Jesus." St. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:14 that if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is our faith. It would be good, in this Easter season, to see how the Resurrection of Jesus affects each of us. How can we apply this great event to our lives so we can better follow our lord? We can get a better understanding from an article by Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa, preacher to the Pope, in the meditational booklet The Word Among Us.
   The Resurrection of Jesus is our faith. In addition, when we proclaim his Resurrection we are also proclaiming that he died for our sins. Cantalamessa notes that in the Orthodox world there is a beautiful tradition. When people greet each other, especially at Easter time, one person says to the other, "Christ is risen." And the other person answers, "He is truly risen." We can proclaim our faith by showing the power of the Resurrection in our own lives. All spiritual and sacramental grace, the effectiveness of our prayer, all divine power, and even the Holy Spirit, come from the Resurrection of Jesus.

   Cantalamessa points out that in one sense Jesus is not completely risen. We are the body of Christ. So while there is still one member of the body of Christ "lying in a tomb"—in despair, in anguish, in fear, in sin—then Jesus is not yet fully risen. But it is not enough to believe in the Resurrection of Jesus and be made alive ourselves. We must "raise the dead," which is more difficult. If this seems strange, note the words of Jesus in Matthew 10:8: "Heal the sick, raise the dead." Did Jesus have only a few people in mind when he said this? No. He meant every Christian. 
   How can you raise a dead person today? Here are some possibilities. Perhaps you have some friends or relatives who do not know Jesus. Or there may be an elderly person you know in a nursing home, alone and isolated. Find some time to visit, to provide comfort, to assure him or her of God's love and your love. Maybe you and your spouse had an argument and need to be reconciled. In various ways, you can help others become fully alive in Christ.

   We can use the gifts God has given us to touch the lives of people. The gifts of the Holy Spirit mentioned in 1 Corinthians Chapter 12 are ways to use his power to heal and raise the dead. We, who have been brought to life by the Resurrection of Jesus, are obligated to join him in the battle against Satan's attempts to lead people to death. We must spread the Lord's message of salvation and life in Jesus Christ. We must go out and raise the dead.
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