Centering In

By Sr. Gerry

 ● Women's Retreat
    Women interested in attending our retreat still may register. The dates of the retreat are April 9-10-11, 2010, and the theme is "Interior Design: Decorate Your Soul With God's Grace."  Our director is Renee Marazon who is an excellent national and international speaker. She is well versed in the life of Saint Catherine of Siena. The focus of our three-day journey is to listen in on Saint Catherine's conversations with God so that we can be led into an awesomely deeper union with him. 
   Because a registration sent in at this time is near to the retreat opening, we ask that you please complete the registration form on page 6, send it in and phone the Center at 824-1286 to let us know that it is on the way.

  ● Prayer Brunch
     Our spring prayer brunch will be held on Saturday, April 24, 2010. It will be held at St. Joseph/Bread of Life Community Center, 147 West 24th Street, Erie, PA, from 9:30AM until 12:00 noon. The cost of the brunch is $7.50.
   Our featured speaker will be Sharon Kestler, a member of Our Lady of Mercy Parish. Sharon has served in the field of education and counseling for over 35 years. Presently, she is Principal of Perceus House Charter Middle Schools. Sharon was the 2009 recipient of the Arnold Goldstein Humanitarian Award. She is involved in youth ministry, healing ministry and spiritual counseling.
   The title of her presentation is "What's Got a Hold on You?" The main Scripture passage of her talk is, "For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also" (Mt. 6:21). To register please complete the form on page 7 and return it with $7.50 to Word of Life Center, 429 E. Grandview Blvd., Erie PA 16514 before April 19, 2010.

  ● Renewing the Renewal
   April 15, 2010, is the date for our next renewal prayer meeting which will be held in the MJM room at St. Mark Center. Anyone who is interested in seeking the Lord for a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit on our parishes in the Erie Diocese, our country and the world is welcome to attend. Those who live at a distance or would like to attend but are unable are encouraged to unite with us in spirit and prayer for this important intention.
  ● Divine Mercy Sunday
   Sunday, April 11, 2010, is a day of special veneration and glorification of Our Lord's mercy. Jesus instructed St. Maria Faustina Kowalska to "tell the world of my mercy."  One way we can venerate the Lord's mercy is through praying the Chaplet of The Divine Mercy. Jesus further instructed St. Faustina to tell the people: "When they say this chaplet in the presence of the dying, I will stand between my Father and the dying person, not as the just Judge, but as the merciful Savior. For more information on the Chaplet of The Divine Mercy go to www.thedivinemercy.org.
  ● Bless our volunteers
   April 18 begins Volunteer Week. Our volunteers are an integral part of Word of Life Center's ministry. They serve as our newsletter staff and mailing team. They also serve as team members in Life in the Spirit seminars, prayer brunches, women's retreat, pastoral team and conference committee. We appreciate all our wonderful volunteers and ask God's blessings on them and all that they do.
    Anyone interested in becoming a part of the Center's ministry in any of the above areas should call the Center at 824-1286 and let us know.

   In the Center of volunteer week we have Administrative Professional's Day, April 21, 2010. That's a special day on which we honor one very efficient Administrative Professional, Barbara Schlosser. A big God bless you and thank you for all that you do for the Center ministry.
   ● Maxim of Perfection
   The true motto of a person whom God mercifully chooses to use for his glory or on whom he showers his loving blessings should be this of St. Paul: "I am what I am by the grace of my God," or that of St. Theresa after the Royal Prophet, "I will forever sing the mercies of God." 

  ● Easter Greetings 
   May our Risen Lord fill you with his bountiful love, his peace and his joy during the Easter season and always.

     ______________________
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