How the apostles died and why   
By Jack Heintzel
"In the world you will have trouble…."       John 16:33
   In his book Life of Christ, Bishop Fulton Scheen spends some time discussing how the world hates those who are disciples of Jesus Christ. That includes us. Jesus talked to those he appointed as apostles about opposition that would exist between them and unbelievers. But Sheen says this is a permanent and inevitable condition. The "world" of which he spoke was not the physical universe, but rather a spirit of unity among the forces of evil against the forces of good. The Beautitudes set Jesus in immediate opposition to the world, and therefore prepared him for crucifixion.

   In his discourse to the apostles (see John 15:18) he warned that the world would hate them as it had hated him. Seven times in this discourse he used the word "hate" -- a solemn witness to its persistence and enmity.

   Sheen reminds us that the world loves the worldly, but to preserve its codes, practices, and beliefs, it must hate the unworldly or the divine. If any followers of Christ would join a sun cult or an Oriental sect, will they find themselves hated? No, because the world knows its own. If they rigorously follow the commandments of Jesus, will they be hated? Yes, because they have been singled out of the midst of the world. After Jesus ascended into heaven and had sent his Spirit upon them, his disciples experienced the full malignity of the world's hate. Jesus had told them that the world would hate them because of him. They would be persecuted and even killed for his name's sake. Sheen says that the spirit of enmity against Christ would not be only while he lived but as long as time endured. No one hates Buddha, for example, for he is dead. But hated against Jesus would live on, because he still lives.

   For the twelve apostles, there were some censures for a time. But then persecution would go on to martyrdom. Matthew was killed by the sword in Ethiopia; Mark was dragged through the streets of Alexandria to his death; Luke was hanged on a tree in Greece; Peter was crucified at Rome; James was beheaded in Jerusalem; James the Less was thrown from a pinnacle of the temple and beaten to death; Philip was hanged against a pillar in Phrygia; Bartholomew was flayed alive with a whip; Andrew was bound to a cross, preaching to his persecutors for two days until he died; Thomas had his body pierced; Jude was shot to death with arrows; Mathias was first stoned and then beheaded.
   Are we as serious as they were in defending our beliefs? While we are unlikely to be persecuted to this extent, we certainly can expect persecution as we live a life in service to Christ. Our Christian faith will continue to experience both subtle and open attacks from many opponents, such as secular humanists and Islamic radicals. They will persistently hate Christianity for the sake of Jesus. Let us pray for strong faith in the face of opposition to our beliefs, and remember what Christ said: "Take heart! I have overcome the world"  (Jn. 16:33).

     _____________________

Cardboard Testimonies
   Churches across America are starting a new trend in sharing faith stories. Christians are using cardboard signs to concisely but powerfully share how God has changed their lives.
   In  2008, Hillside Christian Church in Amarillo, Texas, posted a video titled “Cardboard Testimonies” on YouTube. Since then, it’s been viewed more than 2 million times.

   In the video, people from all walks of life take turns announcing silently, via their signs, how God has transformed sin, brokenness and doubt into forgiveness, healing and faith. First, they hold up the side of their sign that tells what their life had been like. Then they turn it over to reveal how God has made a difference.

   Cardboard testimonies are a mighty reminder that God restores lives. As Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NRSV), “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!”

     ______________________

Healing Service

   An afternoon seminar and healing service will be held Sunday, October 10th from 1:00pm to 5:00pm at the DuBois Area Middle School.  Fr. Ralph A. DiOrio, Jr., will present, The Hour of Healing is Here for Us.”  
   For advance ticket information, call Tillie: 371-4116; Marie: 375-4667; or Jeff: 541-4913.
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