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   My God, infuse your love into my heart. Let me drink of the cup of my redemption in thanksgiving to a good and gracious God whom I will reverence all the days of my life.

   I wish in this hour to make up through heartfelt reparation for all the ingratitude that souls knowingly or unknowingly repay you. You came to win hearts and save souls for all time. In this particular time of history, nearing your second coming among us on this earth, may we listen to hear the inner voice, which is you, Lord of Lords, speaking to us, to have  an ever-forgiving heart and to love without counting the cost.

   You created us human out of pure and perfect love. Yes, we may fall because of temptation into big and small sins. It means so much to know you look deep within to the recesses of our hearts' intention to begin again and accept your grace filled forgiveness.  

   St. Paul says to the Thessalonians:  "but as we were judged worthy by God to be entrusted with the Gospel, that is how we speak, not as trying to please men, but rather God, who judges our hearts" (1 Thess. 2:4).

   This is our encouragement to quickly repent and begin again fresh and new.

     _____________________

More than a name
   When the late CBS correspondent Ed Bradley visited the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, D.C., he found a letter propped against the black wall. It read:

   "I wanted to come back and say hello. You know, I went ahead and married Dick, and we have a beautiful little girl. Her favorite color is purple, the color of this stationary. I went to Arlington to see your grave, and on it, it said you got a Purple Heart for dying. Well, this is your purple heart for having lived. I hope that our daughter finds as wonderful and as beautiful a first love as you were for me. Good-bye. Hello. Nancy."

     ______________________

Thoughts on Memorial Day
   "There never was a good war or a bad peace." 

          —Benjamin Franklin

   "Ours is a world of nuclear giants and ethical infants. We know more about war than we know about peace, more about killing than we know about living. We have grasped the mystery of the atom and rejected the Sermon on the Mount."  

   —General Omar Bradley

     _____________________
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Your faith can grow
   The suspension bridge over Niagara Falls, was begun by a thread attached to a kite. When the wind blew, the kite floated across the water to the other side. Workers then attached a string to the thread and pulled it across. To the string, they attached a rope and pulled it back. By this slow but-sure method, the bridge was built.

   Our faith may be just a little thread or no larger than a mustard seed, but we must act on it (see James 2:14-18). Through action, our faith will be strengthened (Colossians 1:23) as it moves us to do even greater works of faith for our Lord (2 Thessalonians 1:3). And in this slow-but-sure way, our faith can grow exceedingly (Ephesians 4:15-16).

     ______________________

Easter isn't over
   During your preparations for Easter, you may have heard someone say, "All this work and it'll all be over so soon." Sorry, but they are wrong.

   Easter as a celebration of the return of spring, the Easter of the Easter Bunny and colored eggs and candy, fancy hats and new spring clothes may be over by Easter Monday, not to come around again until next year.

   But the true Easter, the celebration of Christ's resurrection, is never over. Easter is the reminder and the celebration of a continuing fact: Christ, who was raised from death, is alive today, tomorrow and forever. Daily he offers us and the whole world power to begin new life now.

   Easter isn't over….ever!
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