Centering In

By Sr. Gerry

 ● Women's Retreat
   "The talks at this year's retreat were 'sooo' powerful. I soaked them up like a sponge--couldn't get enough." "I see my life in a wonderful new light." "I can't wait to put into practice what I have learned this weekend."

   These and many similar comments were made following the women's annual retreat directed by Renee Marazon of Toledo, Ohio. Using the theme "Interior Design: Decorate Your Soul With God's Grace," Renee's presentations delved more deeply into the spirituality of St. Catherine of Siena than previously. The retreatants were so inspired by Renee's wealth of information they asked if she would return again next year.

   The books suggested by Renee have arrived and may be purchased by calling the Center at 824-1286. We have only one copy left of Catherine of Siena: the Dialogue priced at $20.00 which included the tax, and five copies of Catherine of Siena: the Passion for Truth" at $12.00, tax included.

   We also have several copies of The Wildfire.
  ● Novena Reminder
   On May 13, 2010, we celebrate the ascension of our risen Lord into heaven. Before Jesus ascended, he promised his disciples that he would send the Holy Spirit down upon them so that they would have the power to carry on the mission and be his witnesses to the ends of the earth. The nine days between the Ascension and Pentecost are days when we pray especially for a new Pentecost. That is, we pray fervently for God to pour out his Holy Spirit upon his people so that we all would experience the spiritual renewal that is so needed in our church, our country and the world today. Please join with us in praying for this most important intention.

  ● Wildfire Prayer Meeting
   The Renewing the Renewal Prayer Group's name has been changed to the Wildfire Prayer Group. This is a group of all who are committed to seriously praying for a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit that would spread a wild fire renewing our parishes throughout the diocese, our country and the world. Those who are able meet together once a month, usually the third Thursday of the month, to pray together and share any words they may have received from the Lord. This month's meeting is Thursday, May 20, from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm, in the MJM room at St. Mark's Center. For more information, please call the Center at 824-1286. 

  ● Praise Fest
   Please mark your calendars for the Praise Fest on Friday, May 28, 2010. It will be held in the dining room of St. Mark Center from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. Angelo Phillips will lead the worship. Fellowship will follow. Please bring a snack or beverage to share, if possible. There is no charge, but free will offering will be received to help the ministry of Word of Life Center.

  ● Memorial Day 
   On May 31, 2010, we pay special tribute to our men and women who are defending our country as well as those departed loved ones who gave their lives fighting to preserve America's liberties. Let us remember to pray for them as well as their loved ones.

  ● Mother's Day

   On May 9, we honor our mothers in a very special way. One of the best ways of paying tribute to them is to ask God's special blessings on them and commit them to the care of our Blessed Mother Mary.

  ● Please Take Note
   Thursday, May 6, 2010, is the National Day of Prayer. If possible, please try to attend Mass or at lease spend some extra time praying for our country and its leaders.  

  ● Please Help

   If you have gotten behind in your pledges or have not sent a gift to Word of Life Center recently, we encourage you to do so. Our pledges do not cover our monthly expenses, so we are in need of more financial help. Whatever you can give will be greatly appreciated and our God, who will not be outdone in generosity, will bless you.

  ● Maxim of Perfection
    By Jean-Pierre Medaille, S.J.

   Whoever readily lets God act in her and through her without too much interference from self, does a great many things in a short time and never loses peace of heart. 

     ______________________
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