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“Go into the world and tell the Good News to all creation.”  Mark 16:15

Pray for our nation
    By Agnes Helsley  

    The National Day of Prayer occurs during the month of May. President Harry Truman first established this day in 1952 as a national event. President Ronald Reagan signed a resolution in 1988 to observe the first Thursday of May annually as the National Day of Prayer. For the past several years, it has been the practice to invite leaders of many different denominations to the White House for a prayer service. This information was available from CNN.

   This year representatives from the legislative and judicial branches are expected to attend an event the National Day of Prayer Task Force, chaired by Shirley Dobson, is holding on Capitol Hill. The governors of all 50 states have issued proclamations recognizing the National Day of Prayer; many events have been planned to celebrate the day.

   Is one day enough to dedicate to prayer for our nation? I'm sure we all agree that prayer is to be offered up each day for the healing of our nation and for a return to the godly values on which this nation was founded.

   Scripture directs us in 1 Tim. 2:12, "First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, in order that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity." We are instructed to be faithful in prayer for our leaders—requesting that God grant them and their advisors godly counsel seems to be in order here.

    God promises us in 2 Chronicles 7:14, "if my people who are called by my name humble themselves and pray, and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin, and will heal their land." 

May 6, 2010
   These are perilous times and we must be prayer warriors for our nation. Our founding fathers put everything on the line to establish this nation; they risked their fortunes, their sacred honor, and their very lives. Our young men fought on foreign soil to free citizens from tyranny. We never acted like conquerors; we worked to rebuild suffering nations. We could have become world rulers, but we only wanted to live in peace—we did not desire world domination.

   We cannot let the sacrifice of so many be for naught. God is still on the throne; he has not abdicated his supreme leadership, but he is calling us to mend our evil ways and return to the God of our fathers. "The eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that he may strongly support those whose heart is completely his" (2 Chr. 16:9).

   "Remember ever, and always, that your country was founded…by the stern old Puritans who made the deck of the Mayflower an altar of the living God, and whose first act on touching the soil of the  new world was to offer on bended knees thanksgiving to Almighty God." That is a quote from Henry Wilson, 18th U.S. Vice President under Ulysses S. Grant.

   "America was founded by people who believed that God was their rock of safety; I recognize we must be cautious in claiming that God is on our side, but I think it's all right to keep asking if we're on his side."—Ronald Reagan, 40th U.S. President. 

Cont. on page 5










1
2

