            Worship: the key to revival
              by Jack Heintzel



      Pray from page 1

 "You are the God who performs miracles;" Ps. 77:14a

   As I continue to pray about the Charismatic Renewal in the Erie Diocese, I cannot help but think that we need revival. Maybe you have had the same thought. It seems that we need God to "shake us up" so that he can do all the works that he wants to do through us. The second part of Psalm 77:14 says "you display your power among the peoples." What would it take for God to act in power in our midst?

   An article by Dick Eastman in the Every Home for Christ newsletter can provide help for us. The article is entitled Worship Enlists God: Fire from Heaven. He states that true revival is always the heart's cry for any committed believer. He quotes evangelist A. W. Tozer as follows: "Whenever the church has come out of her lethargy, rising from her sleep and into the tides of revival, always the worshippers were in back of it."

   Worship, says Eastman, is central to every revival. Again, he quotes Tozer, "In my study and observations, a revival generally results in a sudden bestowment of a spirit of worship. This is not the result of engineering or manipulations. It is something God bestows on people hungering and thirsting for him. With this spiritual renewing will come a blessed spirit of loving worship."

   Let's ask ourselves if we have a hunger and thirst for God, and a real desire to see him act in us. It makes sense to believe that worship not only helps bring revival and sustains it, but also opens the heavens for more of 

God. As we see God act, worship

increases and revival grows. This results in an even grater increase in our awareness of him, which is the essence of revival. 

   Intercessory worship can release something of God's glory into circumstances that otherwise would seem hopeless. Let us consider how we can get into worship-saturated intercession, enlisting the fullness of God to help us in our situation. Worship provides our primary means to mobilize and release his resources. A full revelation of Jesus Christ can transform us.

   The lead Scripture says we have a God who does miracles. How do we tap into his power? We can do it through worshipful intercession. Psalm 77:11-12 gives us an idea of what we can do: remember what God has already done in our midst. The psalmist says, "I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember you miracles of long ago. I will meditate on all your works and consider all your mighty deeds."

   God can and will act if we are serious about seeking his help; we can ask God to give us a deep spirit of worship. Spiritual warfare may also be involved, and our warfare is victorious only if God is in it. If we are serious in enlisting God's intervention, it is possible for his fire to come down from heaven. Let the fire fall! Come, Lord Jesus!

     ______________________
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   "Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage; we humbly beseech Thee that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of Thy favor and glad to do Thy will. Bless our land with honorable ministry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitude brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endow with Thy spirit of wisdom those whom in Thy name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that through obedience to Thy law, we may show forth Thy praise among the nations of the earth. In time of prosperity fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in Thee to fail; all of which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen."

   This was the prayer of Thomas Jefferson, offered in Washington, D.C. March 4, 1801. It seems quite appropriate for May 6, 2010, and every day following.

      _____________________

Whatever happened to Mildred?

   Mildred was a very old woman living in a retirement home. One day she was sitting and talking with a friend of similar age. "I'm getting so old," Mildred said to her companion, "that all my friends who are already in heaven will think I didn't make it."
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