Centering In

By Sr. Gerry

   ●   Women's Retreat

   We remind those who want to take advantage of the early bird special (a savings of $10.00) that you must have your registrations postmarked no later than March 5, 2010.  Anyone who does not receive this issue of “Reflections” by that date may call the Center (824-1286) before March 10 to take advantage of this offer. Extra copies of the registration form may be downloaded from our web site at www.wordoflifeccrc.org, 

   The retreat dates are April 9-10-11, 2010, and our director is Renee Marazon. The theme of this year’s retreat is “Interior design: Decorate Your Soul With God’s Grace.”

The participants of last year’s retreat were so inspired by Renee’s presentations on St. Catherine of Siena that they asked her to continue with St. Catherine this year. Even though you may not have been at the retreat last year, Renee’s talks are such that you could easily fit right in.

   So please join us for this Spirit- anointed weekend as we eaves-drop on the dialogue of St. Catherine of Siena. Her conversations with God the Father plunged her deeply into the heart of God and at the same time thrust her into the affairs of society, the Church, and the souls of all who came under her influence. As a force anointed by God, this mystic of the fourteenth-century is as relevant today as she was in her time. The focus of our three-day journey is to listen in on her conversations with God so that we can be led into an awesomely deeper union with him.

   A registration form is on page 7. If you have any questions or need more information, please call the Center or Sr. Gerry at 868-6447. 

  ● Spring Prayer Brunch
    Saturday, April 24, 2010, is the date for our spring prayer brunch. It will be held at St. Joseph/Bread of Life Community Center, 147 West 24th Street, Erie, PA, from 9:30 am until 12:00 noon. The cost of the brunch is $7.50.

   Please mark you calendar and look for further information in the April reflections.

  ● Renewal Prayer Meeting
    The next renewal prayer meeting will be held Thursday, March 18, 2010, in the MJM room of St. Mark Center. Anyone who is interested in seeking the Lord for a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit on our parishes in the Erie Diocese, our country and the world is welcome to attend.  Please call the Center (824-1286) for more information if you plan to attend. 

   ●  Maxims of Perfection
   Keep an ever free heart which clings to nothing terrestrial, what-ever might be the appearances of good.

   ●  Holy Spirit Novena
   At the membership dinner meeting on February 7, 2010, our assistant spiritual advisor, Fr. David Poulson, encouraged everyone in the diocese to pray the Holy Spirit novena prior to Pentecost for a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit on our diocese. You may clip and use the following prayer or you may go on the internet and find one of your choosing at

HolySpiritNovena.com.

Holy Spirit Novena Prayer

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.

Come among us as wind and fire
and ignite our lives with renewed

faith.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.

Help us grow in the life of grace and reflect your presence in our lives. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.

 Give us courage and faith to use our gifts in the service of the church and your people.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.

Enable our parishes, our families, and our communities to respond to the challenge of the Gospel.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.

Bless the young, support the old, sustain all those who minister to your people.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.

Be the wind and fire that brings new life to your church and open our minds and hearts to your presence among us.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.

May our prayer help us embrace the call You give us to be holy people in the service of God and one another.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. Amen.
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