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Homelessness from page 3 

and c) that the helper's love and faith are conditional. Another is to shift from helping mode to analysis mode, like the disciples who asked Jesus, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" (John 9:2).

   Like today's incorrigibly homeless people, the physically handicapped were looked down on by everyone in that society. Depending on the nature and degree of deformation, they were either not allowed to enter the Temple at all, or restricted to the outermost courtyard. Their "abnormalities," their "imper-fections," were considered to be a form of uncleanness, and to have been caused by sin. The question of whose sin was a popular debate topic among rabbinical students. The disciples may have been trying to impress Jesus with their spirituality, but where they saw only a "case" for debate, Jesus saw a person bearing a burden of shame and guilt. The blind man didn't even ask to be able to see. Imagine how he must have felt when he heard Jesus exonerating him: "Neither this man nor his parents sinned . . . This happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life" (John 9:3). And after healing his heart, Jesus healed his eyes.

   Like the disciples, we need to focus on the person, not the repulsiveness of the problem, and to offer, not a "solution," but the perfect love and acceptance that heal the deep needs of the heart.






   The 28th Cleveland Charismatic Conference sponsored by Catholic Renewal Ministries will be held July 30th and 31st at Magnificat High School in Rocky River, Ohio. Guest speakers will be Fr. Larry Richards, Aggie Neck, and Mark Nimo. The theme is "Clothed With Power." Bishop Richard Lennon will celebrate Mass on Saturday. The conference opens on Friday at 7:00 p.m. Contact Sue and Joe Palmieri at 440-774-1191 for registration information or visit www.crmweb.org. Advance registration through July 19th: $25.00; at the door: $30.














 		Sponsored by Word of Life 


  		Catholic Charismatic Renewal Center





Saturday, July 24, 2010


9:30 am—12:00 noon


at


St. Joseph Bread of Life


Community Center


147 West 24th Street, Erie, PA


Our guest speaker is Sr. Rosemary O'Brien, SSJ





Brunch price: $7.50 must accompany reservation


Free will offering will be received
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