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 "See that no; one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy…" Col. 2:8
   St. Paul wrote his letter to the Colossians to combat false teachings that had infiltrated the church there. False teachers said it is all right to combine ideas from other philosophies and religions with Christian truth. Paul explained how the world's teachings are totally empty when compared with God's plan, and he challenged the Colossians to reject worldly teachings and live in union with Christ.

   For two thousand years now, the Christian church has been combating false teaching. One of the most organized, most challenging, and most clearly non-Christian philosophies today is secular humanism. Josh McDowell and Don Stewart explain this in the book Understanding Secular Religions. Secular indicates an indifference to, rejection of, or exclusion of religion. Humanism is a philosophy that believes that man has the capacity for self-realization, asserting that God is irrelevant. One of their primary approaches is to target youth through the public school system. 
   This secular religion is strongly defended by a core of prominent scientists and philosophers. The movement has its own meetings, its own "clergy" of spokesmen, and its own "creed" called the Humanist Manifesto. A manifesto is a public declaration of principles or intentions, especially of a political nature. In 1933, a group of thirty-four American liberal humanists defined the principles that seemed to them to 
be fundamental. One signer was John Dewey, famous psychologist and philosopher probably best known for his publications regarding educating children. Humanists worldwide have endorsed the document. Some of the names may be familiar to you: Isaac Asimov (author), Alan Guttmacher (president of Planned Parenthood), Betty Friedan (founder of National Association of Women), and Edward Lamb (former owner of an Erie TV station). The extensive and diverse list of endorsers include hundreds of college professors, physicians, Unitarian church leaders, pro-abortion leaders, businessmen, Jewish rabbis, ethicists and humanist counselors. The manifesto delves into the areas of religion and ethics, and gives humanist views on the meaning of life, civil liberties, the right to suicide, abortion, divorce, euthanasia, sexual freedom, and worldwide ecological and economic planning.
   What do we see happening today? In our secular culture, driven by influential humanists, we have pro-choice" politicians justifying abortion. Officials in the federal government promote elements of the manifesto. According to Liberty Counsel, the President's "Science Czar" is advocating forced abortion and sterilization. A physician, who is an adviser to the White House in bioethics, wrote that health care should not be guaranteed to patients with dementia (this could be construed to mean euthanasia). The American Civil Liberties Union continually initiates lawsuits against Christian 
activities everywhere, obviously trying to tear down the Christian fabric of this country. You can go to www.totaltruth.org, Lenny Ransil's website, to find more information.
   Let us pray against the spreading of humanist doctrine in the world. As McDowell and Stewart write, "humanism denies the heart of Christianity." We have to be true to our creed: Jesus Christ is Lord. Let us proclaim his lordship and do what we can to expose this false religion.
     _______________________
There is power in the word
   In February 1984, USA Today carried an article with the headline, "Bible-toting granny gets con to surrender." An escaped convict (convicted of murder) walked into the home of 73-year-old Louise Degrafinreid and her husband, Nathan. Louise, talking on the phone to a neighbor, told the neighbor to call the police.

   Then Louise said to the convict, "Young man, I am a Christian lady and I want no violence. Put your gun down, and you sit down." And he did just that. Louise served him breakfast and then said, "Say something." He didn't say anything, so Louise said, "Say, Jesus wept." And the man said, "Jesus wept." After a prayer at the breakfast table, Louise talked the man into surrendering.

   Truly, there is power in the person and word of Jesus!

—Scott Purdum

Willard, OH
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