Centering In

By Sr. Gerry

 ● Coming Soon
   The Center staff is busy planning a  number of upcoming event which include:
     ► Women's Retreat - The retreat team has been busy looking for a new place in which to hold our annual retreats. We are very excited about a possibility that we feel will suit our needs. We hope to finalize arrangements soon, so be on the lookout for this new development.
     ► Prayer Brunch - The summer prayer brunch is also in the planning stage, so please mark your calendars for Saturday, July 24th, 2010. Complete details will be included in the July-August edition of "Reflections."

     ► Charismatic Conference - Plans for the annual charismatic conference are also progressing in a timely manner. Our featured speaker is Father William Kiel from Indiana, PA. Father Kiel has a healing ministry.

     ► Wildfire Prayer Group - This prayer group meets on the third Thursday of each month from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. to pray specifically for a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit on our parishes, our country and our world. We also seek the Lord's direction for the charismatic renewal in our diocese. This month's meeting will be held on June 17, 2010, at St. Mark Center. We welcome anyone who desires to commit to praying for these intentions. Just give us a call at 824-1286 and let us know.

     ► Life in the Spirit - A Life in the Spirit seminar is also being planned for the men in Albion Prison on Saturday, June 26, 2010. Please keep this intention in your prayers.    .
  ● Thank You
   We are grateful for all those who have sent in regular pledges and extra gifts during the past few months. As a result we have been able to meet our expenses. However, with the onset of summer, pledges and gifts for the Center's ministry are often forgotten making it difficult to meet our financial obligations. So please don't forget about the Center finances during the summer. Enjoy it and may God keep you and your loved ones safe. 
  ● Please Let Us Know
   We need your help to keep our mailing costs down. So if you are moving soon or going to be away for a few months, send us your new address. If you are receiving duplicates or want to discontinue receiving "Reflections" please let us know. Thank you!       
  ● Happy Father's Day  
   We ask special blessings on all fathers on June 20, and commit them to the care of St. Joseph, the foster father of Jesus.    
  ● Maxim of Perfection
    By Jean-Pierre Medaille, S.J.

   Always have a good opinion of others; always speak well of them; excuse and conceal as best you can all the wrong you might see in them; always be kind to others and never be unkind to anyone.
     ____________________
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Life
   Life isn't about keeping score. It's not about how many people call you and it's not about who you've dated, are dating or haven't dated at all. It isn't about who you've kissed, what sport you play, or which guy or girl likes you. It's not about your shoes or your hair or the color of your skin or where you live or go to school. In fact, it's not about grades, money, clothes, or colleges that accept you or not. Life isn't about if you have lots of friends, or if you're alone, and it's not about how accepted or unaccepted you are. Life just isn't about that.
   But life is about who you love and who you hurt. It's about how you feel about yourself. It's about trust, happiness and compassion. It's about sticking up for your friends and replacing inner hate with love. Life is about avoiding jealousy, overcoming ignorance and building confidence. It's about what you say and what you mean. It's about seeing people for who they are and not what they have. Most of all, it is about choosing to use your life to touch someone else's in a way that  could never have been achieved otherwise. These choices are what life's about.

—Katie Leicht, in Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul

     ______________________

Courage

God, make me brave, life brings
Such blinding things.

Help me to keep my sight;

Help me to see aright

That out of dark comes light.

—Grace Noll Crowell
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