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“Go into the world and tell the Good News to all creation.”  Mark 16:15

Why should I pray in tongues?
    By Kathy Wilcox  
    My first encounter with others who were "praying in tongues" mirrors the experience of many people. I was uncomfortable yet fascinated. I tried to be attentive to the teaching about it, and then decided that it was O.K. for others but not for me. The curious thing, I realized, was that those who prayed in tongues were the ones I was drawn to. They had something I did not have—real joy. It was joy that drew me, and one day, while in prayer, I received this gift, quite unexpectedly.
   I had forgotten my early impressions until I attended the Word of Life Women's Retreat where some people were experiencing praying in tongues for the first time. I have been pondering this phenomenon since the retreat.

   Why, I wonder, would our Lord make this form of prayer a charism of the Holy Spirit? He could have just as easily given each of us a halo to float above our head as a sign to the world what we are Christians. Wouldn't we all love that? But maybe it is not intended to mark me as a Christian, but more significantly to give me the opportunity to bring my will into submission to God. What is more important to me than my tongue? Speaking is how I communicate with others; what I say is more important than how I look. My words can either bring glory to God or fuel for Satan.

   James had this to say in Chapter 3, verses 6-8: "The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles, and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man, but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison."
   If no human being can control the tongue, then it makes sense that I must submit this part of my body to the Holy Spirit. Doing so requires that I submit control of my most treasured gift, and allow the Holy Spirit to use this gift to glorify God. This act is significant to my conversion experience. Our Lord will not force us to do this, nor 
will he force us to do anything. God gave us our free will; we have nothing, nothing at all, that he has not given us.

   He asks nothing of us. He loves us just the way we are. We are the ones who need him. Submitting the control of my tongue to the Holy Spirit opens my soul and allows my heart to communicate with the heart of God. It is I who need this relationship.

   Jesus told us in Matthew 15:11, "What goes into a man's mouth does not make him unclean, but what comes out of his mouth, that is what makes him unclean.."

   I have a sin nature that must be submitted to our Lord. Since the sin comes out of my own soul, it makes sense that I need a change of heart. It is all about submission of my will, my tongue and my mind to the influence of the Holy Spirit who will bring me intimacy with God.
   What I have to lose is the influence of Satan in my life. What I gain is Eternal Life.

     ______________________
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(Please Note: This issue of "Reflections" is for July and August. Our next issue will be in September.)
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