         20-20 Eyesight




         
        
      By Agnes D. Helsley




       Save this nation

  I've been reading Billy Graham's book Storm Warnings. This is a revised and updated version. Mr. Graham, now in his nineties, looks back at his evangelistic efforts to bring people to Christ, and he looks forward to the events which are foretold in the book of Revelation. He shares his sense of the danger we face as storm clouds gather over the world.

   We are given the opportunity to evaluate our position before Christ. Are we trusting him, are we standing firmly on the promises of Almighty God and boldly proclaiming he is the only hope for mankind?

   Graham states, "Just as a laser pen helps focus attention on vital aspects of a business presentation, in this book I hope to use God's Word—his laser beam—to shed light on his revealed plan to save the human race from the explosive clouds rumbling through our world. Benevolent hands reach down from heaven to offer us the most hopeful warning and remedy: 'Prepare to meet your God.'"

   We all need to engage in preparation for that moment when we stand in the presence of our Creator. Whether that happens as the result of a large scale disaster or in the ordinary course of human life, we need to be engaged in actively living our faith.

   Recently I became very much aware of the need to really see with clearer vision in order to be a more insightful Christian. So many times I assume that I know all about the people in my life and can predict their responses to different situations. That is dangerous! We all need to give space for others to surprise us with their uniqueness.
   Instead of focusing on things in others that annoy us, we need to look past annoying habits to the loving traits others have. 
   An interesting interview was related in an article I was reading. The wife in a 50 year marriage was asked how the couple had managed to remain together for that length of time. She replied, "Well, when we married, I decided that I would overlook ten things about my husband because I love him, because he is a good man. I wouldn't let these things bother me. I wouldn't get upset by them." When asked what those ten things were, her answer was, "Oh, I don't actually have a list. But every time he did something that just drove me crazy, I'd say to myself, "That's one of the ten."

   If we lived our lives according to the standard of Phil. 4:8, "Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable…think about these things," we would be better able to stand bravely trusting God's faithfulness as the storm clouds gather. What does the Lord require of us but to "love justice, do kindness and walk humbly with our God" (Micah 6:8).We can share his love daily, bringing others to him—not by our words only, but by our loving actions.

     __________________________
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     In the days of the Civil War, a personal friend of Abraham Lincoln was a visitor at the White House. "I had been spending three weeks with Mr. Lincoln as his guest. One night I was restless and could not sleep; … from the private room where the president slept, I heard low tones, for the door was partly open. Instinctively I wandered in, and there I saw a sight which I have never forgotten. It was the president, kneeling before an open Bible; … his back was towards me. I shall never forget his prayer: 'Oh, thou God, that heard Solomon in the night when he prayed and cried for wisdom, hear me. I cannot lead these people, I cannot guide the affairs of this nation without thy help; … O God, hear me and save this nation.'"

—Clergy Talk

     ______________________
Through the eyes of a visitor

   I sought for the greatness and genius of America in her commodious harbors and her ample rivers, and it was not there; in her fertile fields and boundless prairies, and it was not there; in her rich mines and her vast world commerce, and it was not there. Not until I went to the churches of America and heard her pulpits aflame with righteousness did I understand the secret of her genius and power. America is great because she is good, and if America ever ceases to be good, America will cease to be great.

—Alexis de Tocqueville

French historian, 1835
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