Exciting changes for the 2011 Women's Conference Retreat

The Healing Touch of Jesus Through the Stages of our Lives
     Mark your calendars for April 8-10, 2011 and plan to attend the Women's conference retreat! Back by popular demand will be Renee Marazon as our featured speaker. The title of next year's retreat is The Healing Touch of Jesus Through the Stages of our Lives.

     After reading the evaluation forms from retreat participants for the last several years, one thing has been clearly requested: "Could we please have better accomodations?" Well, after an exhaustive search, the Word of Life Center has found a different venue for the 2011 Women's Conference Retreat.

     Where He leads me, I will follow…. The retreat will be moving to the Avalon Hotel and Conference Center in downtown Erie! The perks of this move are many, but we will list a few that may concern you the most: We will have free validated parking in the Avalon lot for both hotel guests and commuters. We will have ample meeting space on the second floor of the Avalon. No more carting your bedding to retreat!  We will be served buffet style food by the chefs at the Avalon with real plates, utensils and napkins, and the ever-popular oatmeal included at breakfast.
     Step out of your comfort zone to where Jesus is….   There is one change regarding food. Friday night dinner will be on your own and is not included as part of the retreat. This gives a little more time for those who are working to get to the hotel. Retreatants may eat at home or at one of the many eating choices in the downtown Erie area. This also enables the retreat to officially start at 6:30 pm with hotel check-in and retreat registration beforehand. Meals included in the registration fee are Saturday breakfast, lunch and dinner and Sunday breakfast.

     You can never out-give God….  You are certainly asking yourselves by now, "What is this going to cost?" There will be two fees for the retreat: the first being the retreat fee which includes meals, meeting rooms and speaker/musician fees. This cost will be $56 per person and will need to be paid in full a week before the retreat to the Word of Life Center. If you are a commuter this is the only fee that you will pay. The second fee will be associated with the hotel room. Retreat participants will contact the Avalon directly and book their own rooms at a steeply discounted rate of $65 per night plus 11% tax. A credit card must be used for reservations, and guests can cancel without penalty up to 48 hours prior to the retreat. When reservations are made, just mention that you are with the Word of Life Center retreat to get the rate. Check in starts at 3pm on Friday and check out is 1pm on Sunday. Reservations are recommended at least two weeks prior to the retreat. Rooms will include two queen beds and can accommodate up to four people.
     Given that rooms can accommodate up to four people, here is the recommendation:  Certainly if you wish to room alone you may, but you will pay the full hotel cost yourself. If you get a room-mate, each of you will pay for one night of hotel stay. If you have three room-mates, the cost for the room would be $32.50 plus tax for the whole weekend! To some extent, the cost of the weekend is in your hands!

     To break down the total cost of the weekend (retreat fee plus hotel fee) per person: Commuters pay $56, single occupancy rooms pay $204, double occupancy rooms pay $130, triple occupancy rooms pay $103.50 and quadruple occupancy rooms pay $93. These numbers include the 11% tax on the rooms.

     This change is not necessarily permanent. We are going to try it for a year and review your opinions from the evaluation forms concluding the 2011 retreat. If we need to move locations again, we will. Lastly, please do not worry about how this transition will go for "We know that God makes all things work together for good for those who love God" (Romans 8:28).

("Centering In" by Sr. Gerry is replaced this month only for this important retreat information.   Her popular column will resume in the September issue of "Reflections." )
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