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"Therefore go and make disciples of all nations…."       Matt. 28:19 
   The call to evangelism could not be more clear than stated above. These words of Jesus Christ are a command to all his followers to go into the whole world and spread his Gospel. He prefaced his command by saying that his authority to issue it was based on the Father's word and will. We all have to make a decision as to whether we will obey this command. 
   It would help if we understood something of what the Catholic Church says about evangelism. I found an interesting presentation of this in a little booklet entitled Evangelization: Spreading the Good News by Fr. Michael Parise, a Redemptorist priest. It gives the history and purpose of evangelization, and encourages Catholics to spread the wonderful faith we have been given.
   The author gives a good summary of evangelism in the words of Anglican Archbishop William Temple: "To evangelize is to so present Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit that men and women come to put their faith in God through him, to accept him as their Savior, and to serve him as their King in the fellowship of the Church."

   To evangelize means to testify and proclaim the great mystery of God's salvation of humanity in Jesus Christ. Evangelism is the means by which God places in our hands the power to change the universe. This power which God wants to share with us, says Fr. Parise, is the same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead.

   How did this message of salvation spread? After God sent the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the early Christians came to refer to their fellowship as "The Way." They knew that the new way of life shared in Christ was more than just intellectual agreement to doctrine; it required the people to [image: image1.jpg]To End Terrorism & War

Pray the Rosary Daily



act to spread the faith. With their great love for Jesus, they could not help but proclaim him as Lord. The early proclamation of the Gospel came to be known as Kerygma, a Greek word meaning to herald or share the Gospel message. In this action of evangelization, Christ is not just proclaimed, he is also made present through the witness of the believers.
   The New Testament book Acts of the Apostles tells the dramatic events that made the early spread of Christianity in the world an exciting story. I have always been impressed by the evangelistic zeal, vibrancy and drive of the early Church. The early Christians were willing to risk their lives for the sake of the Gospel. Are we willing to risk even looking foolish for the sake of bringing others to Christ? This is what I ask myself as I pray for boldness to speak about Christ. I want to be like Peter and Paul and the other apostles. I have the same Holy Spirit, but do I have the same desire to see people come to know Jesus as Lord? Pray along with me for evangelistic zeal. This is what will change the world and please the heart of God.

    ______________________

                 terrorism…
   VATICAN, October 1, 2001

   At his Sunday public audience on September 30, the late Pope John Paul II said that the memory of the September 11 terror attack on the United States will be remembered as "a somber day in the history of humanity."

   The Holy Father reminded his listeners that October is dedicated to the Rosary, and urged all Catholics to pray the Rosary for the cause of peace in the world and "so that the world might be preserved from the terrible iniquity of terrorism.."

   In the face of terroristic attacks and threats of war, the Pope continued, the Catholic Church must "be faithful to her prophetic charism, and call all men to their duty to build a path toward peace for the human family." In an oblique reference to the prospects for American reprisals against terrorists and their sponsors, the Pope added: "Peace certainly cannot be distinct from justice, but justice must always be seasoned with mercy and love."

     ______________________

Congratulations
And Happy Jubilee!
   We pray that God will pour out his richest blessings on Sr. Gerry as she celebrates her Jubilee — 60 years as a Sister of St. Joseph. Sixty years of faithful service that has brought many into his Kingdom. Thank you, Sr. Gerry, for your dedicated commitment to his call.  We love you!
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