New Age: Some specific concerns
By Jack Heintzel
    "Keep on, then, with your magic spells and your many sorceries…"  Is. 47:12f
   The taunting Scripture above is part of God's condemnation of Babylon. In this chapter the prophet Isaiah predicts the fall of that empire; this did occur about 540 B.C.  The Babylonians engaged in many occult practices which were abhorrent to God; they opposed him in many ways, including taking his people into exile.

   Unfortunately, today we find many of God's people in opposition to him by using occult practices found in the New Age movement. They might not understand what they are doing. This is pointed out in a book entitled Catholics and the New Age by Fr. Mitch Pacwa, SJ. This Scripture scholar, who can be seen on television on EWTN,  concentrated on New Age problems within the Catholic Church, but the book can be useful to anyone.

   Fr. Pacwa gives some examples of abuses, such as the following. A campus chaplain at a Catholic university recommends crystals, the energy source of Atlantis, for personal help. A Catholic women's college offers workshops in Wicca (witchcraft) and the goddess within. A Chicago parish hosts a professional astrologer to lecture on the stars. A Franciscan convent offers "enlightenment" classes that include Wicca and Chinese fortune-telling. Several Carmelite religious groups offer retreats combining Carmelite spirituality with Buddhist meditation. This indicates the breadth of the problem. Pacwa himself began to dabble in New Age ideas as a Jesuit seminarian, trying to integrate Catholic teaching with astrology and other non-Christian beliefs. He later learned that he was on the wrong track and began to expose the fraud of New Age.

   One haven for New Agers is Lily Dale Assembly, located in Chautauqua County in western New York. It is the largest spiritualist community in the world. It is a popular place to visit for those who are seeking "enlightenment," and offers daily lectures on psychic phenomena, clairvoyance, and spiritual healing. Please be aware that visiting Lily Dale is dangerous to your spiritual health, what is taught there will undermine your Christian faith.

   Pacwa tells about the enneagram courses being taught at his Jesuit seminary in the early 1970's. (The word "ennea" is Greek for "nine" and gramma means a "line drawing.") Using this chart and understanding the nine personality types supposedly would help with spiritual direction and self-knowledge. It was important, for example, to know if these personality types conformed to the astrological types. The seminar included spiritual psychological, and physical exercises to "awaken higher states of consciousness and enlightenment." Use of the enneagram is controversial. Pacwa had seen some value in it but eventually stopped consulting his notes. He says Christians need to be aware of the enneagram's occult origins so they can prevent occult traces from infecting their faith in Christ.
   Isaiah 48:17 says this: "I am the Lord your God, who teaches you what is best for you, who directs you in the way you should go." We don't need to explore New Age enlightenment. We have Jesus as our Light and the Holy Spirit as our Guide. Let us put our hope and trust in our Creator.
     ______________________

Childhood  from page 3
me. It wasn't about selfishness, some other sin, inner healing, or wrong attitudes toward the poor. Each of these things occupied my attention for a short time, and then I was moved on. With another deadline now looming, I asked my self, how did I think, back then, that you were supposed to live if you were poor?

   That was the key. Like a poem memorized long ago, that I could only tap into by setting my thinking mind aside and just reciting, statements began to surface—basic assumptions about how to live, what people are like, and what to expect from myself, from others, from God. These mantras were drilled into me so young I can't remember hearing them spoken, and I have been citing them to myself and living by them all my life—but none of them are scriptural!
   I had been praying about a belief and trust problem. This was the answer, the root of the problem. I had a stronghold of the "wisdom of the world," an inner "enemy of the cross of Christ" (Phil. 3:18) inside 
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