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“Go into the world and tell the Good News to all creation.”  Mark 16:15

     Faith and history passed down through the ages
    By Talitha   

   Recently I learned an interesting new word, that goes back to the days when material to write on was made by hand, and was therefore expensive and difficult to obtain. A palimpsest is a document or book, usually made of parchment, that was written by hand, and later erased, and then written on again. Today we would say it was recycled. Because erasing also was an imperfect science, traces of the original writing remain and can be read, even without the help of modern technology. Some very important literary works from ancient times have been recovered by scholars reading the imperfectly erased material on palimpsests.

   That, plus a novel set in prehistoric times got me thinking about the vast sweep of history, and the many different ways that culture, tradition and the information needed for daily living have been transmitted down through the centuries.

   Among our ancestors of primitive times, each generation had to learn the family and tribal lore entirely by heart. Everything unimportant or not easy to remember was quickly lost. Clan history, for example, shrank to lists of names presented in repetitive formulas linking the occasional important people about whom whole stories were told. For example, in Genesis, chapter five, many descendants of Adam get a line apiece, and then Noah and the flood occupies four chapters (5-9). Yet even that story gives only the essentials. We don't learn the names of the women on the ark.   How different our lives are today! We have so much to be thankful for, just in the area of communication. We don't have to depend only on our ability to remember. Whether a trivial detail or an important address, we can easily write anything down. It is easy to obtain books and writing materials, and we even have hand-

held computers and other devices to take notes on, as well as devices to record and play back our own spoken words as notes-to-myself.

   Where our earliest ancestors in the faith might have lived an entire lifetime without being exposed to more than two or three paragraphs' worth of summarized information about God and his will, today we  have a whole Bible from which to learn the story of his dealings with the human race, what he offers to us, and what he wants from us. We also have countless reference books, maps, commentaries, teachings, and prayer books. We enjoy the freedom to buy, own, read, and talk about this material, and to worship at the church of our choice, any time we want.

   But even in the midst of counting my blessings, I come under conviction. I remember that Jesus said, "From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded" (Luke 12:48). Then some questions come to mind, making me uneasy: Do I appreciate how privileged I am? In the midst of this abundance, do I treat God's word with the respect it deserves? Am I fulfilling God's will for me in my use of these blessings?   

     _____________________
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