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"…for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light."  
         2 Cor. 11:14 
   The word "occult" is derived from the Latin occultus, which means things that are mysterious, hidden, and very secretive. Webster's dictionary tells us that the occult pertains to supernatural influences, agencies, or phenomena. Occult knowledge is concealed from many people. In other words, the occult is available only to those who have been initiated into a secretive supernatural belief system. Occultism is a study of the supernatural, where the participants believe in the possibility of bringing the occult powers under human control. Contrast that to the openness of Christianity, where Jesus said all people are welcome and can be saved by letting him be Lord of their lives. No special, secret knowledge is needed for salvation, just a surrender of our hearts to Jesus.

   It's important for us to understand the kerygma, the basic, essential message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In short, it tells us that God is a person who sent his Son, Jesus, as Messiah and reveals himself to man in a personal way. Man is a sinner; he must be made right with God and cannot save himself. He must repent for his sin and be forgiven by God. Jesus is man's savior through the shedding of his blood on the cross; thus, he atones for man's sin. Jesus Christ is God's only provision for salvation.

  The occult is dangerous because it can sound so good; many Christians are fooled by it. We need to thoroughly understand the kerygma so we can avoid Satan's tricks. Satan is real. The Bible says the devil prowls through the world trying to destroy souls. St. Paul tells us that Satan goes disguised as an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14). Many ideas  seem to be of the light, but are really of the darkness. Consider the following words of Paul in Ephesians 5:8f: "For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light…Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them."

   Some Christians think it's all

right to adopt certain practices and mix them with a Christian lifestyle. Possibly they have introduced Eastern religious practices into their prayer lives. Or maybe they follow horoscopes because they want to know the future. The Bible tells us to avoid all works of darkness because they are not fruitful. Read Deuteronomy 18:9-14 to learn about some of the occult activities that God forbids.

   Perhaps the greatest threats today are Secular Humanism and the New Age Movement. Secular Humanism tries to convince People that man is sufficient to himself, God may exist but really isn't necessary. New Age blends many occult practices, but basically asserts that we are divine. This false spirituality often comes with Christian trappings. Again, Satan comes disguised as an angel of light and many Christians don't recognize him.

    All this is dangerous. The

Catholic Church teaches that any involvement in the occult is wrong and harmful to us. Let us heed the Church and learn what the Bible says, and walk in the light of Christ.

     _____________________

Humility from page 3

base instinct in us to elevate ourselves above our neighbors" (p. 26).
    So it is my sin nature, along with my personality that is at work when I desire attention and recognition from others. I remember a time in high school when I was a cheerleader. As one of four seniors at summer practice, I had the desire to be chosen captain. I was the best choice; I just knew it. On voting day I was crushed when another girl was chosen. As I look back on that event, I can see that I was being bossy and obnoxious. No wonder the girls chose a quiet, gentle girl.

   I received a word from the Lord recently and it may be that he is leading me to a new way of life. He told me that I must decrease so that he can increase. Cantalamessa explains that some are called to a "hidden life" like Mary and my mother. If this is where he is leading me, I must be willing for the I in my life to be diminished by prayer, fasting, sacrifice and keeping out of situations that tempt my sin nature's desire for attention and recognition.

   It was Mary's humble heart that was chosen by God to bring Jesus into this world. I pray that he finds my heart ready for him. 
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