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   You may have heard the term "armchair quarterback" applied to those who watch TV football games from their easy chairs while criticizing the players and coaches who are trying their best to win the game. Some Christians are like that: they live out their Christian life from the comfort of an overstuffed armchair, perhaps criticizing other brothers and sisters in the Lord who are in the thick of the battle. 
   This is one theme in a devotional booklet called Closer Walk, published by the Navigators. In writing about Chapter 6, verse 12, of Paul's first letter to Timothy, the author emphasizes Paul's exhortation to fight the good fight of faith and take hold of the eternal life to which we were called. He says that the Christian life "involves daily battles fought and won in the trenches of everyday experience as the spirit triumphs over the flesh."

   The author also quotes from Charles Spurgeon, a well-known British preacher of the nineteenth century. Spurgeon calls our attention to the ancient battles between the Spartans and the Persians. He says that when the Spartans marched into battle, they advanced with cheerful sounds, willing to fight. But when the Persians entered the battle, you could hear the crack of whips by which the officers drove the cowards into battle. It would be expected that the small number of Spartans were more than a match for thousands of Persians, for their hearts were in the battle.

   Spurgeon says that it should be the same for the Christian Church; she should never need to be forced into reluctant action. Christians should long for conflict against everything which is contrary to God. If we were enthusiastic soldiers of the cross, we would be like lions in the midst of herds of enemies. With God's help nothing would be able to stand against us, and there are many opportunities for action today.

   The Church's battle against Satan and his demons is still raging. Where can we be found, in our comfortable armchair or in the thick of the battle? The Lord, our Commander-in-Chief, calls us to be involved in some meaningful way. We can learn to effectively use the charismatic gifts of 1 Corinthians 12. We can get involved in prayer groups and Life in the Spirit Seminars. We should be eager for spiritual growth, so that we can be more usable in God's service. We need to ask God where he wants to use us in his army, and then ask him to train us.

   We can all learn to be effective prayer warriors, for intercessory prayer is an indispensable weapon against Satan. There is a significant quote spoken a century ago by British Bible teacher Samuel Chadwick: "The one concern of the devil is to keep Christians from praying. He fears nothing from prayerless studies, prayerless work and prayerless religion. He laughs at our toil, mocks at our wisdom, but trembles when we pray."

Praise God from page 3
feel-sorry-for-myself moments are cracks that can let the enemy, Satan, into our hearts and circumstances. The Letter of James says that we are to draw near to God and resist Satan. Do I pray when I am immersed in self-pity or worry? No. During those times I am focused on my circumstances and myself. When I pray, sing, and praise God, the focus is on him and there is nothing else that brings me into intimacy with Our Lord other than prayer.

   We always have a choice, either to let difficulties overwhelm us, or to turn to God in prayer. Praise is the highest form of prayer because it releases God's power in our hearts, our lives and our problems. When we pray and put God first, our priorities will be in the right order.

   When I come into God's presence, he reminds me that his people have been through tough times in every generation. We still have among us those who survived the Great Depression and World War II. History provides us with many heroes and heroines all the way back to biblical times. The reality is that times have often been bad in the history of the world. Worry and fear do not come from God. We need to be careful that we do not worry about the things of the world which can be gone in a moment, but instead seek intimacy with our Lord. 

"Heaven and earth will pass away, but my Word will not pass away" (Luke 21:33).
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