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     Charles Colson is one of my favorite authors (how many times have I used that phrase?). I am in the process of re-reading his book, "The Good Life." It's a great book and worth several re-reads. Colson, a former lawyer who served as President Nixon's chief political advisor, is a convicted felon. He found the Lord shortly before he went to prison for his part in the Watergate affair. His prison experience led him to establish one of the most effective prison ministries in the world, "Prison Fellowship Ministry." There are amazing stories of changed lives resulting from the efforts of this organization.

   Getting back to "The Good Life"--I was convicted by one of the stories in the book. It relates the events of the movie, "About Schmidt," which tells the story of a retiree (Schmidt) who is rather lost upon retirement. He wonders who is this middle-aged woman who shares his life. Apparently, his career took up most of his time; he needs to become reacquainted with his wife and his soon-to-be married daughter who presently lives out West. 

   While cleaning out a closet he runs across letters which reveal an affair his wife had apparently engaged in while Schmidt was busily occupied. He doesn't address this with his wife. Then suddenly she dies.

   On a whim, Schmidt decides to sponsor a poor African boy through worldwide Charities. He begins to write letters to the young boy, since the charity suggests that monthly checks be accompanied by a letter to the child. As he continues the letters, Schmidt finds that he tells this foster child detailed accounts of his life and his dislike for retirement.

   Schmidt decides to travel to visit his daughter and level with her about his misgivings about her upcoming marriage. His daughter rejects his sudden interest in her life and summarily dismisses him. Schmidt begins to look at his life, what has he accomplished?

   When he arrives home he begins to sort out the accumulated mail and finds a letter from a nun who is writing on behalf of Schmidt's foster child. The child wishes to thank Schmidt for his generosity in providing for him. Recently an eye infection was treated because funds were available for needed medicine. The child is grateful for Schmidt's support and his correspondence. Schmidt realizes that he had made a large difference in the life of a child across the world from him.

   My husband and I have supported children through World Vision since the eighties, but do I write to them on a regular basis? I'm ashamed to admit--no.

   Just writing a monthly check suddenly seemed to be a cold and just-to-satisfy-the-conscience duty. Investing time and effort in the life of a child means so much more.

   Recently we were notified that our current child is graduating out of the system, and we received a picture of the girl who will be our new child. This is the first time we will be contributing to the life of a young girl. The contribution will also include correspondence! It is very easy to lose sight of the importance of being really present to those we would help; it isn't just our money that is needed, it is our time, our prayers and our caring.

     ______________________

Praise God--in all things
By Kathy Wilcox

   I recently came across a well-worn little book in a thrift shop. It is Merlin R. Crothers first book, "Prison to Praise," first published in 1970. By 1997 it had been reprinted 82 times--a pretty popular book! We're to "praise God in all things," according to the author. But it was written 40 years ago; it really sounds too simplistic. Life today is more complicated and difficult than it was in 1970. How can I praise God now? The world is falling apart, going bankrupt actually, and my problems are piling up! I pray every day. Why doesn't God just fix things already?

   Praise God in all things. What does that mean, really? Is it scriptural? I found many, many Scriptures, especially in the Psalms. Here are just a few. "I will bless the Lord at all times; praise shall be always in my mouth" (Ps. 34:1).

   "Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances for this is God's will for you" (1 Thess. 5:16-18).

   So there it is: "at all times" and "in all circumstances." Hmmmm, I wish there was some mention, of "except when…."  But as hard as I searched, I could not find any. So, why doesn't God give me a feel-sorry-for-myself opportunity? Even a tiny one?

   Crother's opinion is that those 
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