Centering In

By Sr. Gerry

  ●  Light the Fire Retreat
   The January 17, 2009 Retreat Day that had to be postponed because of the snow storm has been rescheduled for Saturday, May 23, 2009. Our retreat director is Fr. John Sturm, S.J., of Buffalo, N.Y., and the retreat theme is “Light the Fire again.” There is no admission fee and the retreat is open to men and women.  To cover expenses, a free will offering will be received at the offertory of the Mass. The retreat will be held at St. Mark Center, 429 E. Grandview Blvd., in Erie. Please park behind the west wing of the building and use the door with the door bell attached to the handle.
   Participants need to bring a bag lunch, Bible, notebook and pen. Coffee will be provided.

   The retreat begins at 9:30 am and concludes at 3:30 pm. It is important that participants be on time, since for security reasons, all doors are locked and will not be attended after 9:45.

   Further information and a registration form are located on page 7. You may also register by phone (824-1286) or e-mail (wolccrc@aol.com). Please include your name, address and phone number.

   This retreat will be an excellent preparation for Pentecost Sunday.
   ●   Prayer for Renewal 
   On Sunday, May 31, 2009, we celebrate a very special day for all Christians, especially for those of us who have had a Pentecost experience. For the past several months we have been encouraging people to seriously pray for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the Erie Diocese and throughout the world. We need to “…fan into flame the gift of god,” as St. Paul admonished Timothy (2 Timothy 1:6). This could be accomplished through fervent concerted prayer and fasting. We need to cry out to the Lord to send forth his Spirit and renew us, our families, friends, relatives, church, country and the world with the fire of Pentecost. Please make an effort to do this especially throughout the month of May.      
   ●  Women’s Retreat
    What a blessing! The best retreat I’ve ever attended! Wonderful! Very enlightening! Awesome!
   These and many similar comments were made following the women’s annual retreat directed by Renee Marazon of Toledo, Ohio. Using the theme “A Time of Grace: Listen, God Often Whispers," Renee focused her presentations on the spirituality of St. Catherine of Siena. The participants were so inspired by Renee’s talks, that they asked if she would come back next year and continue with more of St. Catherine’s prayer life.

   For those who were interested in going further with St. Catherine, Renee suggested getting one of the following books:

-- Catherine of Siena – Passion for the Truth, Compassion for Humanity by Mary O’Driscoll

-- Catherine of Siena – The Dialogue by Suzanne Noffke
   We are in the process of arranging next year’s retreat for April 9,10,11, 2010.

   ●  Please Note
   Thursday, May 7, 2009, is the National day of Prayer. If possible please try to attend services in your area or at least spend some time praying for our country and its leaders.
  ●   Remember Them
   Over the years, Memorial day has become a big holiday weekend. It’s now the unofficial start of summer rather that a day of tribute to the departed that it was originally meant to be.

   Even if we plan fun events for Memorial Day weekend, it’s important to stop long enough to bow our heads and pay respect to our departed loved ones – especially those who gave their lives fighting to preserve America’s liberties.  
   Also let us remember our men and women who are still fighting for our country, as well as their loved ones.

  ●  Mother’s Day
   We ask a special blessing on all mother’s on May 10, 2009, and commit them to the care of our Blessed Mother Mary.
  ●  Maxims of Perfection
By Jean-Pierre Medaille
   Be utterly given to God by a holy self-surrender, utterly for God by a love pure and completely unselfish, utterly in God by a continuing effort to be more conscious of God’s presence, utterly according to God by a will, a life and everything conformed to God.
     _____________________
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