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your mother and father....”

Leviticus 19:3, NRSV
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“Go into the world and tell the Good News to all creation.”  Mark 16:15

           Honor your mother
      By Talitha
   Our custom of honoring the Blessed Mother of Jesus is part of the ancient tradition of honoring (or insulting) a man indirectly by praising (or insulting) his mother. The woman who said, "Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you," was offering praise to Jesus. When he replied, "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it," Jesus was not in anyway insulting his mother or depriving her of honor; he was deflecting the compliment away from himself (see Luke 11:26-28). By his choice of words, he was leading the self-righteous in his audience to think he was praising them. 
   There is more to this little incident than meets the eye. Jesus had healed a man, and was now in the middle of a teaching in a public place, with more people coming every minute. The woman's praise interrupted his teaching. Had Jesus not immediately deflected the compliment, he might have been further interrupted by additional compliments, from this woman and others in the crowd. 

   It is even possible that this incident wasn't as spontaneous as it seemed. The woman might have been a plant by the Pharisees, hoping to shut Jesus up by making him the center of a riot of praise, or even an attempt to make him king. We know that on several occasions during his public ministry Jesus had to hide from overly enthusiastic crowds as well as from hostile ones. Jesus came to teach about the kingdom of God and give honor and glory to his Father, not to allow excited people to shower him with praise. This was a spiritual trap similar to his temptations by Satan after his forty-day fast, and once again he passed the test. And of course, both Jesus and his mother are among those who "hear the word of God and obey it."

   At the beginning of his public ministry, Jesus honored his mother by working his first miracle at the wedding that ran short of wine, even though he said, "My time has not yet come" (see John 2:1-10). At the end of his life, though in agony on the cross, he was still concerned about his mother's well-being. His words: "Woman, there is your son," and "Son, there is your mother" might have been part of a Jewish adoption ritual. Contrary to normal social custom, he addressed Mary before addressing John. In an adoption ritual, it would be more important to speak to the parent, since in most adoptions the child would be too young to understand. Though to us the words are cryptic, John immediately understood what Jesus meant. "From that time on, this disciple took her into his home" (see John 19:26-27).
   Now that we are adopted into the family of God by Baptism, Mary is our mother too. That privilege is also a responsibility to look out for her interests on earth, which can be summed up by the saying, "Love me, love my Son."
     ____________________
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