Centering In

By Sr. Gerry

  ●  Annual Appeal
       With this issue of "Reflections" you also received material announcing your opportunity to continue or begin support to Word of Life Renewal Center through the annual pledge appeal. We realize that during this time of financial instability many of you may be having difficulty making ends meet. The temptation to cut giving to organizations such as Word of Life Center, whose primary mission is evangelizing through preaching Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, is a very enticing option. However, it is especially at such a time as this that many faithful Christians have found that it is very important to continue giving to the work of building up God's kingdom here on earth. For ultimately it is God who controls all finances. And Scripture tells us: "So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work." (2 Cor. 9:7-8).

   As we are faithful in giving God first place in our lives and giving him first fruits of our labor, he will faithfullly take care of all our neds.
   One of our capital expenses this year was $800.00 for a new copy machine. Another is upgrading our computer which is nearly ten years old. We hope to take care of that before the end of this year.

   Your generous response to this appeal is very important to the financial stabililty of the Center. Monthly pledges will ensure that finances will be coming in all year long to meet our monthly expenses. We need your support in all areas--finances, prayer and volunteer services. Whatever you can do will be greatly appreciated. 

   We believe that God wants to do some wonderful things through Word of Life Center in the year 2010. However, God works through people like you and me, who make ourselves and our gifts available to him. Please pray about what you can do to help us be available for what he wants to do this coming year through the Center.

   Thank you and may God richly bless you!

  ●   Year-end giving
      We are grateful to those who have so generously given special year-end tax-deductible gifts in past years. We would like to encourage this type of giving as the year 2009 draws to a close. Through these generous year-end gifts, we have been able to remain debt free. We pray that you will remember Word of Life Center in your end-of-the-year giving and ask special blessings on you and all our generous supporters.
  ●   Renewal Prayer Meeting
      For over a year a number of people have committed to pray daily for a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit on us, our church, our diocese, our country and the world. We have come together to pray for this intention corporately each month.

   On Saturday, December 12, 2009, we will gather for a special time of prayer and fasting for a new Pentecost. Anyone who has not yet committed to becoming a part of this group may do so by attending this session. 

   The schedule is as follows:

   10:30-11:00 Gathering
   11:00-12:30 Praise, Worship  

                        and Presentation

   12:30-1:30 Private Prayer



         (Silence observed)

   1:30-2:45 Sharing from Prayer
                    Time

   3:00-4:15 Soup and bread  

          supper, Lord's Day                                     

          Prayer Service 

    4:15-4:30 Leave for home

   If you wish to attend, please call the Center at 824-1286 to receive additional information and directions to the retreat house where we will gather.

  ●  Holy Spirit Seminar
    Many thanks to the team members who helped with the Life in the Spirit Seminar sponsored by St. Joseph/
Bread of Life Community and Word of Life Center held during October and November. We also want to congratulate the 25 participants who received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. We are planning a follow-up workshop on "Developing the Gifts of the Holy Spirit" presented by Fr. Robert DeGrandis on DVD. This will be held in January and February with particulars to be announced in the January issue of "Reflections".
 ● Christmas Greetings
    We wish all our many friends and benefactors a very happy and holy Christmas. May the love of Jesus reign in your hearts and homes during the Christmas season and throughout the new year.
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